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Topic:
Evangelism

Subject:
Don’t let possible failure in evangelism keep you from sharing

Complement:
because people are more positive than we generally think

Purpose:
The listeners will share the gospel with the person they thought unresponsive.

Introduction

1. [We all fail.]

a) High school reunions in the states are a big deal.  I remember attending Susan’s 20th high school reunion some years ago.  One of her classmates had made so much money that he had recently retired—at age 38!  This made many of the others feel like failures: “Man, I have 30 more years of work than he does?!”

b) At class reunions everyone wants to find out who succeeded and who failed—at least according to their definition.  

(1) Years ago my SBC colleague, Dr. Christopher Lee, attended his secondary school reunion in Hong Kong.  Everyone passed out their business cards to find out the pecking order: “Oh, secretary.”  “So, salesman.”  “Hmmm, executive.”  “Well, senior executive!”  “Wow!  Senior executive vice president!”  “Fantastic!  So you’re Prime Minister, huh?”  He gave them his “SBC lecturer” card and they told him what they thought by insisting that they pay for lunch!  Humanly speaking, he felt like a failure.

(2) I remember my Dad telling me about his 25th high school reunion…the man voted most likely to succeed couldn’t come because the warden wouldn’t let him out of prison even for this special occasion!  Talk about failure!

2. The world isn’t too kind on those who fail.  There is no lack of “demotivational” posters to this end—posters like…

a) “Failure: When your best isn’t good enough.”

b) “If at first you do not succeed, failure may be your style.”

c) “We can’t spell failure without U.”

d) “Failure: Sometimes you just don’t have an excuse.”

3. Do you fear failure?  Has “kiasuitis” poisoned your veins?

a) One western journalist referred to Singapore as a “city of fear”—fear of breaking the law, dear of not making the grade, fear of not having enough money, etc.

b) Years ago Lee Kuan Yew noted that Singaporeans are not risk-takers in business.

4. If there’s one area that Christians fear most, it is the fear of failure in evangelism.  

a) I love this cartoon where the pastor confesses, “When I was a kid I would go up to someone’s porch, ring the doorbell, and run like the dickens.  I still do it, except now our church calls it ‘outreach training.’”

b) Have you not shared Christ for fear that you will be rejected?

c) Have you avoided sharing Christ with your family members due to fear?

d) Do you fear what your office mates will say if you witness?

e) Are you afraid that the Religious Harmony Bill could be used against you?  (By the way, I’ve read it—it only outlaws ineffective methods of evangelism!)

f) Some of us may feel that our employment pass could be cancelled if we were caught witnessing inappropriately.

5. How does God look at failure—especially in evangelism?  [intro to the first point]  What does the Lord think of us when we ignore his promptings to witness?  How does he respond when we are unfaithful in bringing his message?

6. If anyone knows about failure, it’s Jonah.

a) We’ve seen already in chapters 1–2 how he disobeyed God’s missionary mandate.  God said “Go!” and Jonah said “No!”

b) But God got his attention.  God said “So Row!” and Jonah ended up feeling a bit “down in the mouth.”  Inside the black darkness of a fish, Jonah saw the light and said “Lo!”  We stopped last week at 2:9 where he vowed to go to Nineveh. 

(So what can we learn from Jonah 3 about God?  First, the way God looks at failure is that…)

I.
God is the God of the second chance for unfaithful messengers.

[In his grace he doesn’t beat us over the head when we fail to witness—he often gives us more opportunities.]

A. Jonah got a second chance to obey by going to Nineveh (3:1-2).

1. The wording here is basically the same as in chapter 1, though briefer.

2. Notice that God didn’t get someone else for the job.  Jonah now had experience!

3. D. L. Moody noted, “You cannot find a single place in Scripture where a man was ever sent by God to do a work in which he failed” (FAILURE unscriptural).

(Yet sometimes we do fail due to our disobedience.  But even then…)

B. God, in His compassion for us, provides second opportunities even after we initially fail.

1. One sugar wrapper at a restaurant that I saw read, “Experience is a wonderful thing.  It enables you to recognize a mistake when you make it again.” (FAILURE learning from)
2. Most men that we respect in the Bible failed—but God gave them another chance.

a) Abraham lied about his wife and went to bed with his maid—but God gave him a second chance and he had the son of Promise.

b) Moses killed a man at age 40 and had to spend 40 years in hiding!  Yet the Lord restored him with a second chance at age 80 and he led Israel through the desert.

c) David committed adultery and murder—but God gave him a second chance.  He retained his kingdom and died with honor.

d) Paul repeatedly persecuted Christians but God still gave him more chances.

e) John Mark is a classic example of the second chance.  

(1) As a young man, he traveled with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey.  But a key “unlucky” verse in Acts is Acts 13:13—he couldn’t hack it and returned to Jerusalem.  He was a “Mommy’s Boy” who failed.

(2) Three years later Barnabas wanted him on their second journey.  But Paul disagreed with him so violently that the two close friends parted company.

(3) So what happened?  God used Barnabas in John Mark’s life to the extent that Mark ended up writing our second gospel over a decade later!  God is the God of the second chance!

3. God believes that failure is an event, not a person. (FAILURE event, not a person)
4. Have you failed to reach someone with the gospel so far?  If that person is still alive, then it’s not too late to try again!

(Since God is the God of the second chance for unfaithful messengers, don’t let a fear of failure keep you from speaking His word.  But who should get priority in our witness?  Which people?)

II.
God’s people especially need to declare His message to those who have never heard.

A. Jonah obeyed God’s command by preaching in Nineveh (3:3-4).

1. There’s a problem here regarding the three-day’s journey (cf. OTS, 602).  Nineveh’s inner wall was less than eight miles, so the diameter of the city was only two miles—hardly a three-day journey.  One day’s journey in the open was usually 15-20 miles (Hannah, BKC, 1:1463).  But this isn’t really a problem in either of two ways:

a) First, “The great city of Nineveh” (1:2; 3:2; cf. 4:11) almost surely included three other towns in the vicinity as well.  Four cities (Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah, and Resen) are mentioned in Genesis 10:11-12 as “the great city” and they still exist today with different names. If we superimpose a map of Singapore over it, we can see that walking through Nineveh would be like walking in Singapore from the far north in Yishun to Harbourfront in the south.  That could take 3 days easily!
b) If one remains unconvinced about the four-city theory then he can also realize that since Jonah stopped along the way as he preached through the city (3:3-4), it is not unreasonable that such a trip would take three days.

2. Another so-called problem is the five words in the Hebrew text—Literally, “Yet 40 days Nineveh overturned!”  Would a city repent with such a short message? This probably wasn’t the whole message.

B. We must obey by sharing God’s message with those who have never heard. 

1. Our Crossroads Vision is simple:

a) Jesus said it well in Mark 12:29…

b) Love God, Love the Church, Love the Nations

2. Once when I was at Campus Crusade training all 3000 staff members got a candle at the door.  The room was darkened and the first candle was lit by Dr Bright (no pun intended).  He then lit Mrs. Bright’s candle and they both walked to the front row and started lighting candles.  Within a few minutes the front section of the auditorium was aglow.  I sat in this section and looked behind me up at the balcony.  I wondered how long it would take for the many people up there to get lit if we waited until everyone on the main floor was first lit.  What if someone would bypass those on the main floor who would soon be lit and then go up to the upper deck earlier?  God used that experience in my life to help me do just that—to leave my land where so many people can see the light—and to bring that light here to Asia, the least evangelized continent with only 3% of the people who are evangelicals.

3. And yet, the best evangelism takes place from those of us who are not paid to do it.  That’s how the early church spread the message of Christ.

a) Susan used to take Chinese lessons from a woman from Beijing.  I remember once meeting her husband. When he found out that I was a Bible college lecturer, he said, “Well, you definitely aren’t one I’m going to talk to about religion!”

b) My neighbor Kevin said basically the same thing when I asked him about the differences between Catholicism and Christianity.

c) “I’m paid to be good—you’re good for nothin’!”

d) You have more opportunities than me—take them! 

(What results from sharing God’s love?)

III. The results of sharing about God are often surprisingly positive.
A. Jonah’s preaching resulted in the repentance of the entire city (3:5-10).

1. This repentance of an idolatrous people is so amazing it’s doubted by the critics: “And what a wonderful result followed his preaching!  The greatest prophets in Israel had not been able to accomplish anything like this… We are in wonderland!  Surely this is not the record of actual historical events nor was it ever intended as such.  It is a sin against the author to treat as literal prose what he intended as poetry” (Julius A. Bewer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Jonah, ICC, 3-4).

2. But how could Nineveh repent so quickly—even due to a foreigner? (Walt Steitz, 11-16).  

a) Recent Assyria studies show that many events probably preceded Jonah’s preaching (explain).

b) This may be why Luke 11:30 says that Jonah himself was a sign to the Ninevites!

B. God is the “God of Surprises” as he has often prepared people unknown to us.

1. Three weeks ago my flight from Mongolia to Singapore via Beijing was delayed 12 hours—so I missed my connection in Beijing.  Actually, I love it when this happens, because it always gives me opportunities to share Christ.  In fact, it gave me the chance to share Christ with four people!  Even better, the airline put us up in Beijing overnight, so I had a roommate from Fiji.  He was watching one businessman who was so visibly angry over the flight delays that no one dared to talk to him.  My new Fijian friend was comparing that man’s anger with the peace and joy that I and another missionary from New Zealand had.  He concluded, “I want whatever these guys have that I and that angry man don’t have!”  And he ended up trusting Christ!

2. Years ago my good friend Tom Roxas experienced the personal tragedy of a lifetime—his brother Nino was murdered.  Imagine what you would do if someone killed one of your family members—get the best lawyer possible to really get him?  Tom decided instead to visit the murderer in prison.  He shared the gospel with him and this man was so prepared to see his need that he trusted Christ.  Only afterwards did Tom tell him that Nino was his brother!

3. People are more responsive than we think most of the time.  We never know how God may have been preparing them to hear the message!

4. “But if you don’t show, you’ll never know.”

Conclusion
1. The Main Idea for Jonah 3?  People are more responsive than you think!

2. Don’t let possible failure in evangelism keep you from sharing because people are more positive than we generally think!

3. Oftentimes the worse the people are, the more they see their need to trust Christ!

4. Who do you know that’s “impossible” to trust Christ?  Remember that the greatest missionary—Paul—was also the least likely to become a Christian!



Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1
Where was Jonah at this second call?  on the beach?  in a home?  back in Israel?


Why did God give Jonah a second chance?

2
Why the extra phrase “Declare the message I give to you” (cf. 1:1)?


Was the message the same here as in 1:1?

3
Why did it take so long to go through Nineveh?

4
Was Jonah’s message really this short?  (5 Hebrew words or 8 English words)

5
What does it mean that “the Ninevites believed God?”  trusted Him for salvation? or believed that the city would be destroyed?


Had any prophet ever had this kind of response?  (Group conversion)

6
Why did the word take so long to reach the king?


Who was this king?  What do we know about him?


What’s the significance of the sackcloth and dust stuff?

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

What are the results of preaching judgment to people?  Belief!

If you don’t share, then you don’t care.

If you don’t show, you’ll never know.

Go!  Yo!

Jonah 3

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The consequences of Jonah's obedience to God's recommission in Nineveh's belief demonstrates God's compassion upon all peoples who do not deserve it but can receive it by faith to motivate Israel to share His love with the lost nations.

I.
(3:1-2) God recommissions Jonah to preach against Nineveh as illustration of His second opportunity for Israel to share His compassionate love with the nations.

II.
(3:3-4) Jonah obeys God's commission as a picture of the need for the nation to carry out its missionary mandate.

III. (3:5-10) The consequences of Jonah's obedience in Nineveh’s repentance and belief demonstrates God's great compassion upon all peoples who trust Him to show Israel that the mercy of God should be shared by all.

A.
(3:5) The repentance of the people is seen in their immediate belief, fasting, and sackcloth, which serve as a subtle reminder that Gentiles can turn to God if given the opportunity by Israel as His mediatorial instrument.

B.
(3:6-9) The repentance of the king goes even farther than that of the people by extending the fast to drinking and including animals to show Israel the great extent of belief which can happen if the nation is faithful to its missionary mandate.

C.
(3:10) The repentance of God comes in response to the obvious belief of Nineveh to demonstrate to Israel His great compassion upon all peoples who trust Him.

Homiletical Exposition  (cyclical inductive form)

Introduction: How does God look at failure?

I.
God is the God of the second chance for unfaithful messengers.

A.
Jonah got another opportunity to obey by going to Nineveh (3:1-2).

B.
God, in His compassion for us, provides second opportunities even after we initially fail.

II.
God’s people need to declare His message to those who have never heard.

A.
Jonah obeyed God’s command by preaching in Nineveh (3:3-4).

B.
We must obey by sharing God’s judgment with those who have never heard. 

(What results from sharing God’s love?)

III. The results of compassionately sharing about God are often surprisingly positive.

A.
Jonah’s preaching resulted in the repentance of the entire city (3:5-10).

B.
Sharing Christ often results in conversions.

Main Idea: People are more responsive to God than you think.

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): 

I.


II.


III.


Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: 

Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject or CPS: 

4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 

I.


II.


III.


Conclusion

1.  (MI/CPS).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. My sharing with Allen Ong candidly about Taoism vs. Christianity revealed that God had already put many people in his path as preparation.

2. WITNESSING reach out to all types of people (Mike Hamilton’s experience)

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text
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